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In recent years, “head replacement” or head transplantation has become a
controversial issue in medical ethics. The Italian neurosurgeon Sergio
Canavero announced that a head transplantation would be carried out in 2018,
intensifying debate on medico-technological methods. This essay addresses
the issue from the perspective of Mahayana Buddhism, using Buddhist ideas
such as consciousness, brain death, karma, and compassion to discuss the
incompatibility of modern technology with Buddhist ethics and beliefs. For
instance, many Buddhists, Pure Land believers in particular, hold the view that
the consciousness does not immediately leave a body pronounced dead. The
removal of the head or a connected organ (such as the brain) from a “dead”

person might thus be perceived as problematic in interrupting the final journey
of rebirth.
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