hAMEESE 97

FE “WABEE WEE
EE—20 H4A 80 FMZA
Patient Autonomy in China
before the 1980s: A Historical

Perspective

2 B A,
Cheng Guobin

3 F Abstract

AT AR T s iR F] B4 80 FARZAT T B
AR ER A A MATELGRERE  EHLRANT TR
FARPFBATT M 54T o 7 AR GthmA B L LS EALE
ERE T A RAR R o R T B LR E AT B R

RENE - REASERANBRRBHE - hEER - 54 - 211189
Cheng Guobin, Associate Professor, The Department of Medical Humanities, Southeast
University, Nanjing, China, 211189.

AXE 2013 FERMERBACEFER "HETRMEREEELHR"
(13CZS064) HIPKERMERRZ — ©

(FRANEEERITER) XVI:1 (2018 4F) : H 97-113 °

International Journal of Chinese & Comparative Philosophy of Medicine XVI:1 (2018),
pp. 97-113.

© Copyright 2018 by Global Scholarly Publications.



98  HIMBETE

HoomAR KRR EHEOBSABELET —THEI 2R
Py AT B T AR R S AT T Y R A RS E B 0 P R
I A I AR Ao B BLGY 35 5 o B AT T B A 7 51 N e 3K
BMAZAXORAD ZHBE  FERSENEREEEKR £
REobEgme R FASRAGHERT TR o £ Bk
B AMER PR A 0 TR — R LR AT~ H A
HERFBOEESHT AT RSB THEEHEAN
FAERL BT EHBAT THREDFHEE—RGA

TR AT A AL A R 4 i KB R R o
This essay offers a historical outline of the evolution of patient autonomy
and related social and medical concepts in China from the imperial era to the
1980s. The author contends that the idea of patient autonomy was totally
absent from traditional Chinese culture, as every area of society, from family
to medicine, was structured according to a distinctively paternalistic model
and regulated by ritual guidelines (lifa). Although the Western medical
practices that arrived in China in the 1840s somewhat altered the Chinese
approach to medicine, and the physician-patient relationship was viewed in a
more egalitarian manner after the establishment of “new China” in 1949, the
effects of these changes were minimal due to the political ideology of the time.
The author argues that taking a historical perspective on the issues of patient
autonomy and the rights of patients in China will aid understanding of the
current challenges facing medicine in China and suggest ways of resolving
ethical dilemmas and ambiguities at both a theoretical and a practical level.
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