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Transformation and Persistence:
Responses to Shifting
Perspectives on Marriage and

Family
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Abstract

As the cornerstone of today’s pro-same-sex-marriage rhetoric, Western
Liberalism is often placed in opposition to Christianity and Confucianism.
Under a fashionable preference for liberal values, Christianity and
Confucianism’s adaptation to the modern value of gender equality has been
under-valued. Gender neutrality remains controversial in Christianity and
Confucianism because distinct gender roles serve to maintain morality. Further,
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the shortcomings of liberally oriented family values and the danger of favoring
individuality over social norms are often undiscussed. This article aims to
remind readers that rights ought to be balanced with morality, and that
traditional values can still serve our present age, even in the face of change.
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