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Abstract

According to relational contract theory, the parties in a marriage and
family should not only respect the independence and autonomy of the parties,
but also shape the unity of the parties. This constitutes a paradox of modern
marriage and family. Contractual intimacy can be expressed in many forms,
and can even be expressed freely without form. However, the phenomena of
marriage and family life are by no means merely contracts of relations; they
are just as much about ideas as about facts.
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