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Abstract

Mark Cherry’s article identifies claims regarding individual autonomy,
gender neutrality, and rights to sexual freedom as taking a commanding place
within the secular liberal recasting of the family to grant same-sex marriage the
same legal status as heterosexual marriage. Cherry refers to Plato’s proposal of
abolishing family in Republic (Book V) as a precursor to reforming the family
to engineer currently favored versions of social justice. This paper adds to the
discussion on family and social justice with an explication of this proposal of
abolishing family and a comparison with the Confucian ideal of Great Unity.
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