hoMEETE 53

BRRSUNMEFEMERN
&E?
How Should Confucianism View
the Legalization of Same-sex

Marriage?

AL
Zhang Xianglong

3 F Abstract

EEA LTS 38 & &y S b r ol op
JE o MBRBILBHFBITF Fo A A G EEAB SRR
HE BT —EARG O LEEE  HAR B EAGFR L
AL IEIT B AR IR o B T BB AN R R M A o a9 R

SREERE - RILRE (ORE) BERERHK - PEER - B4R : 519082 -
Zhang Xianglong, Professor, Department of Philosophy, Sun Yat-sen University Zhuhai
Campus, Guangdong, China, 519082.

AN RFIXENENTR - FIXETIER (PBRARKSEWR) 2016 F56 14 bR
BRI RERREFE (hEARKBER) HRKE -

(FRANEEERITERY XVI:2 (2018 F) : B 53-72 °

International Journal of Chinese & Comparative Philosophy of Medicine XV1:2 (2018),
pp. 53-72.

© Copyright 2018 by Global Scholarly Publications.



54 PONEETE

BRE ERTHFTH A I AERTEEHEEZHHEGR
FlEAr X o IEREMR L BARG ELETASS AL B
MTHREN HEARMRE T RE—HRE -2 &LE
AHMERBREHA—AIE G ARG &H R TREFR &
WAR e ek B AR A E S OET R AL GLEGRA
R T SR R A LR A AR s — s
ANBABRALG AN HR M ORE  BESH G RE
AT S AR R sk e CERBTREGE L& E S €
B Ay 6 X AE T SLAUE T A 5] S AR L AL M R B b ad B A
A AR R — & B o KLY 5 =305 — &
BARIE P B F3TT 2B R SRR ey H B kg AT 5] A 4
LT AN ECEREBKX LG TRAFNE Loy KRBT
o AMETHFENAASERERINLAL ETIAIRA

1B R BB TR o

First, the various attitudes towards homosexuality among Confucianism,
Christianity and ancient Greek culture are considered. Distinguished from the
Christian harsh repulsion and the Greek slight encouragement, Confucianism
has been guardedly tolerant of homosexuality and judged homosexuals
according to their personal moral behavior. To reveal the deep reasons for the
distinction between Confucianism and Christianity on this issue, the paper
examines the differences in thinking between the Western dichotomy and the
Confucian genesis by the co-opposites of yin-yang. Confucianism explains
homosexuality as one of the possible results of the yin-yang process. It is
thereby a natural phenomenon, not an evil thing. However, it is due to this
understanding that Confucianism cannot advocate the legalization of
homosexual marriage, because a union between homosexuals does not belong
to a true yin-yang means of combination and production. To treat it
legitimately as being the same as a marriage between heterosexuals could lead
to consequences that would be unfavorable to the longevity of human
communities, which include, for instance, opening up the possibility of group
marriage; hurting innocent people; and leading those who do not have a
definite sexual tendency to make a homosexual decision. The third part of the
paper refers to the Confucian saying cited by Anthony Kennedy, the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of the USA, in his statement on the ruling on
same-sex marriage, and shows that his citation was inaccurate, but its content
was not far from the original meaning of Confucius’ saying. Further, the
conflict between Kennedy’s basic thinking and the Confucian thought
demonstrated in the citation and its context is exposed.
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