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In recent years, thanks to the promotion of the status of women 

and the celebrity effect, the issue of the frozen eggs of single 

women has become a focus of public opinion, leading to discussion 

of the reproductive rights of single women in the legal arena. 

However, single women’s frozen eggs are also an ethical issue. The 

laws and regulations not only involve ethics, but also ethical 

considerations in the clinical practice of frozen eggs. In today’s 

society, in which the marriage rate and fertility rate continue to 

decline, many single women choose to freeze their eggs to 

distinguish between reproductive activities and marriage. It is 

worth thinking about the fact that Confucian East Asia has the 

strictest restrictions and most conservative policy on the use of 

assisted reproduction. This paper explores how Confucian ethics 

have a different position on single women’s frozen eggs by 

analyzing how Confucianism views fertility behaviors that are 

separated from marriage. It argues that although it is certain that a 

single woman has the right to give birth in the legal dimension, 
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ethically, the procreative behavior of marriage should be taken 

with caution, as it violates the Confucian ethic of the family 

order by making parental care more difficult. 

Keywords: Frozen Eggs of Single Women, Confucian Ethics, 

Family Order, Parental Care
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http://www.nhc.gov.cn/qjjys/s3581/200805/f69a925d55b44be2a9b4ada7fcdec835.shtml
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/qjjys/s3581/200805/f69a925d55b44be2a9b4ada7fcdec835.shtml


  35 

4

2017 12

5  

 
(4)  https://view.news.qq.com/a/20150730/017078.htm 
 

(5)  2943  
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/wjw/jiany/201712/1f935ac62d9e4a10b3474121547df8d
2.shtml 

   

 2002 9 27

10 1
 

 

  
  

 
3395  

http://www.nhc.gov.cn/wjw/jiany/201712/8a24174d2522466997c6942c65052ce
5.shtml 

    
 

    

 
 

 

 

https://view.news.qq.com/a/20150730/017078.htm
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/wjw/jiany/201712/1f935ac62d9e4a10b3474121547df8d2.shtml
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/wjw/jiany/201712/1f935ac62d9e4a10b3474121547df8d2.shtml
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/wjw/jiany/201712/8a24174d2522466997c6942c65052ce5.shtml
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/wjw/jiany/201712/8a24174d2522466997c6942c65052ce5.shtml


36        

 2015

2016

32 2002

9 27 2002 11 1

7 2016

 
(6) 2015 55

 
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/fys/s3581/201506/f4ed01607ff542978e42ed017cf1359a.
shtml 
 

(7)  

http://www.nhc.gov.cn/fys/s3581/201506/f4ed01607ff542978e42ed017cf1359a.shtml
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/fys/s3581/201506/f4ed01607ff542978e42ed017cf1359a.shtml


  37 

2003 2002  

 

1953

2015

2015 96



38        

2-3

 

 

2017

 



  39 

8  

 
(8)  



40        

 

1  

2  

3

(International Federation 

of Fertility Societies, IFFS)2013

62 13

6 7

( )(Nygren 

et al., 2013)  IFFS2010 12

7 (Jones et al., 

2010)

 



  41 

1

2

 

1

 

Metchthild Leuyner

Blankenhorn 2007 100 Wilson



42        

Wilson 

1999

2001  

1998 26

2010 207



  43 

2011

 

 

2

 

2011

9 3,200

76 18

10

 
(9)  “ ”  
 

(10)  http://www.sohu.com/a/167151156_644346 

http://www.sohu.com/a/167151156_644346


44        

 

2011 11



  45 

1998 122-124  

2011 319

 

  

2 2017 202-210 AO Lidan, XING 

Xing, WU Changcui and LIU Xin. “Study on the Legal and Ethical 

Issue in Frozen Embryo,” The Chinese Medical Ethics, 2 (2017): 

202-210.  

 5 2016 836-838

CHEN Li et al. “The Non- Medical Factors of the “Frozen eggs” 

Problem – A Perspective of Medical Ethics,” The Chinese Medical 

Ethics, 5 (2016): 836-838.  

2011 FAN 

Ruiping. The Contemporary Confucian Bioethics (Beijing: Peking 

University Publishing House, 2011).  

4 2001

129-133 FANG Jianxin. “An Analysis of the Concept of Birth 

and Birth in Song Dynasty,” Zhejiang Academic Journal, 4 

(2001):129-133.  

1998  FEI 

Xiaotong. Rural China: Birth Policy (Beijing: Peking University 

Publishing House, 1998).  

 



46        

2011 IX 1 55-69 HE Miao. “The Challenge 

and Reflection of Assisted Reproductive Technology on Traditional 

Confucian Ethics,” International Journal of Chinese & Comparative 

Philosophy of Medicine, IX.1 (2011): 55-69.  

2 2017 198-201

HE Miao et al. “Investigation and Analysis of the Cognitive level of 

Assisted Reproductive Technology among Adults in Heilongjiang 

Province,” The Chinese Medical Ethics, 2 (2017): 198-201. 

2014 12 35 53-122

HO Szu-Ying. “Queering Reproduction in a Prohibited Context: 

Assisted Reproductive Technologies as Utilized by Taiwan’s 

Lesbians,” Journal of Women’s and Gender Studies, 35 (2014): 53-122. 

 24  2015

HE Xin. “Analysis of the Related Legal Issues behind Frozen 

Eggs,” Knowledge Economy, 24 (2015).   

11

2016 LIU Changqiu. “Frozen Eggs: Position and Countermeasures 

the Law should Take,” Exploration And Free Views, 11 (2016).  

2 2003 79-81 LIU Zhigang. “The Legality of the 

Reproductive Rights of Single Women: A Discussion with Tang Qin,” 

Law Science, 2 (2003): 79-81.   

 8 2015

LUO Xin. “The Major Ethical Restriction of the Frozen Eggs 

Issue,” Chuangxin Shidai, 8 (2015).  

30 2 12 2002

28-30 TANG Qin. “The Right to Child – Bearing of a Single 

Women and the Equality between Generations.” Law Science, 12 

(2002): 28-30.  

(A)(03) 2013

47-49 53 TENG Xiaoming et al.  “Investigation of the Medical 

Staff’s Cognition of Assisted Reproductive Technology,” Medicine 

and Philosophy, A.03 (2013): 47-49 & 53.  

6 2015 33-36 WANG Linzhi, HUANG 

Xianguan and LIU Xiangyu. “Discussion on Ethical and Legal Issue of 

the Problem of Single Women’s “Frozen Eggs”,” Medicine and 

Jurisprudence, 6 (2015): 33-36. 

07

2002 45-47 YAN Yaohua and LI Li. “Ethical Issues in Assisted 

Reproductive Technology,” Medicine and Philosophy, 07 (2002): 

45-47.  



  47 

2010 YEUNG Kwok-wing. Showing Charm and Harmony – A 

Countercurrent Exploration of the Meaning of Life (Hong Kong: Joint 

Publishing, 2010).  

2016 ZHANG Yuqing. “The Study of the Legal 

Issue on Single Women’s “Frozen Eggs”,” Medicine and 

Jurisprudence, Hubei University of Chinese Medicine, 2016.  

ZHU Weiwei. 

“Study of the Legal Issue on the Problem of Single Women’s “Frozen 

Eggs,” Doctoral dissertation. 

 

 


