TONERESR T

Bt RKkERRERREER
fy B it {y
The Moral Status of a Fetus in
Taoism Based on the Theory of
Attributes and the Theory of

Relationships

AR
Yu Kim Lung

32 Abstract

B FHAR B AL TARL AL
RimtmF LR P THERABAETHARIAERZELERK S

TR - BAEABHELEEERFEREN - PEEE ; PILABEERELHRE
R - REEM - B4R - 510275

Yu Kim Lung Part-time Lecturer, HKU School of Professional and Continuing
Education, Hong Kong, China; Doctor Graduate, Department of Philosophy, Sun
Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, China, 510275.

(FRANEEERFTERY XV|I:1 (2019 5F) : B 77-91 °

International Journal of Chinese & Comparative Philosophy of Medicine XVI1:1 (2019),
pp. 77-91.

© Copyright 2019 by Global Scholarly Publications.



& A B ey

PR o 33 A6 LR AT T RE R b R B S A ST K0 M L
Boe Bt A ERAEL LR AR AR b A
W F R SLAE R T G A T B R0 o AXE R
b LA AOP R LA AR R AHA L HE IR A AR ] )
Wi o B AR P A MR KT AR KE T — A
HEWMFTEEMEH  EATHFALBE  FEENGBEE
My o BB M MG IE AT T LI SR SLE R LR A — AR e AY
B B A — A B g R R RS LR
FHLA BTG M AR o M AR R BT T AL FN L
BEFRAAFFCHE B BELFR—REAR
s R AN E B

The West generally focuses on whether a fetus is a human
being when discussing its moral status. However, a carefully
reading of the Taoist scriptures indicates that this question is less
important and may not be the best way to consider the status of the
fetus in Taoism. Therefore, this study focuses on the Taoist
scriptures, using the approaches of the theory of attributes and the
theory of relationships, to determine whether a fetus has a moral
status and what it is. It is found that it is not necessary for a fetus to
be a human being to have a moral status as an adult. Indeed, in the
Taoist scriptures, the definition of a fetus is divided into two
categories: 1. A fetus is a hierophany parallel to the structure of the
cosmos, a process of repetitive creation of the cosmos in which
gods and goddesses live. Based on the theory of attributes, a fetus
has the same sacred attributes as an adult and therefore has the same
moral status. 2. A fetus has a relationship with the mother as
enemies and creditors of past lives. Based on the theory of
relationships, a fetus has a physical and spiritual relationship

closely related to the mother and should therefore have a moral
status equal to that of a complete human being.
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Keywords: Hierophany, the Center of the World, Primordial Time,
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