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Applying AI in medical contexts, especially for diagnosis, has 

become very popular in recent years. AI has the potential to make 

diagnosis more efficient and accurate, improving the overall quality 

of medical diagnosis and making medical provisions fairer and 

more effective. Combining the logic of AI with that of modern 

Western medical diagnosis, it is to some extent intuitive to imagine 

AI physicians. However, even in its ideal form, AI technology has 

intrinsic limitations that will prevent it from completely replacing 

physicians. Although AI can help physicians and patients to 

develop their own agency, it may strike at the core of 

physician–patient interaction: generating meaning and constructing 

personhood/subjectivity. How can we make best use of the 

efficiency of AI diagnosis while avoiding its potential negative 

influence? There needs to be a powerful theoretical rejoinder to the 
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fundamental logic of AI diagnosis. It is not enough to deal with 

specific issues within the realm already delimited by AI diagnosis 

technology. This paper highlights the need to incorporate the way 

of thinking of traditional Chinese medical diagnosis and the 

Confucian theory of “the way of becoming a person.” Both are 

important theoretical resources that can be used to counterbalance 

the way of thinking of modern Western medicine and modern 

Western philosophy, which emphasize subjectivity. On this basis, 

the relationship between technology and the humanities can be 

re-examined. 

Keywords: AI diagnosis, Autonomy, Constitution of Subjectivity, 

The Manner of Chinese Traditional Medical 

Diagnosis, Confucian Conception of Selfhood 
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“古之治疾者，先知陰陽運曆之變故，山林川澤之竅發。

而又視其人老少、肥瘠、貴賤、居養、性術、好惡、憂

喜、勞逸，順其所宜，違其所不宜。或藥，或火，或刺，

或砭，或湯，或液，矯易其故常，捭摩其性理，搗而索

之，投幾順變，間不容髮。而又調其衣服，理其飲食，

異其居處，因其情變，或治以天，或治以人。五運六氣，

冬寒夏暑，暘雨電雹，鬼靈厭蠱，甘苦寒溫之節，後先
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勝複之用，此天理也。盛衰強弱，五藏異稟，循其所同，

察其所偏；不以此形彼亦不以一人例眾人，此人事也。

言不能傳之於書，亦不能喻之於口，其精過於承蜩，其

察甚於刻棘。”（《欽定四庫全書》） 
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