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At least two moral issues of some public health policies have 

become significant in the COVID-19 pandemic. First, it is arguable 

that some policies to address the present pandemic conflict with 

individual freedom. This is a typical moral debate between public 

good and individual freedom, but the COVID-19 pandemic has 

made this conflict a more immediate and urgent concern. Second, 

the world had serious inequality problems prior to the pandemic, 

and some of the new public health policies have caused more 

severe social inequalities. Instead of providing definitive answers 

to these two moral issues, this paper focuses on what types of moral 

reasoning and foundation should be used in the interdisciplinary 

debates around these problems. Several ideas are discussed in detail. 

First, the author argues that the idea of moral human rights to health 

is not a sufficient moral foundation to solve these problems. Second, 

the author argues that in addition to the right talk, we should use 

Amartya Sen’s consequential evaluation and the capability 

approach as the foundation and moral reasoning. Third, the author 

argues that these two ideas from Sen can connect different moral 

traditions with public health issues. The author uses Confucianism 

as an example of a moral tradition, and argues for possible 

directions to address the moral issues using ideas and values from 

consequential evaluation, the capability approach, and 

Confucianism.  
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