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Reflection on the Fragility of
Modern Civilization: A

Response to Professor Sass
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Kwan Kai Man

Abstract

In my response to Prof. Sass, I first elaborate some points on
which we agree. For example, I find the five crises of modern
civilization discussed by Prof. Sass to be quite real, and I believe that
this points to the fragility of modern civilization. I then critique the
Enlightenment ideology of progress and argue that we need to prepare
for the possibility of a cultural decline. I also agree with Prof. Sass’s
emphasis on both the human potential for creativity and the human
capacity for self-destruction. This contradicts liberal optimism about

MR BEEREARRHLERRIR - hEES -
Kwan Kai Man, Professor, Department of Religion and Philosophy, Hong Kong Baptist
University, Hong Kong.

(FRHNEEEAHTES ) XVIIL2 (2020 F) : B 45-50 ©
International Journal of Chinese & Comparative Philosophy of Medicine XVIII:2
(2020), pp. 45-50.

© Copyright 2020 by Global Scholarly Publications.



46 AR

human nature and raises questions about our internal and spiritual
resources. I support Prof. Sass’s critique of modern society’s obsession
with GNP (Gross National Product) and agree that the concept of a
GHP (Goss Happiness Product) is a better criterion for a good society.
However, I believe that we must overcome even the vestiges of
hedonism by affirming the intrinsic value of an objective moral order
that transcends human happiness. In the end, in the face of the
possibilities of disasters and the collapse of modern civilization, we
need to return to our basic communities, such as family, and emphasize
the cultivation of virtue.

BT AT AR AE A R ER R 2 B > BE T AU (Prof.
Hans-martin Sass) 15 3 £ 57 6l 7 A R A AS I EcHY > e
W HBEARE » EEEEH R b E . MEEL N\GRZIRE
BUASCHI R BR ) o

1. 7 BUAR ST W vy 558 3k 11 Y 2

B TR B P E B BUAE IR OR BE T e > S N >
—Im LA [HEHE ] MRRER R > MEMF K EE - BA 50
2B o TERBRICH A L E A DI EHRAE R T > R
Z B R R A2 4R > MIBUACSCIANY TEGMH R B2 it bt
RS EE R b o BRI BT > — R P IR ASEE SR /NN
B o AR FRAM 5 | A 2 B0 BUAC S s A1 > L 55wl AR TN o

e BT S SR 0 S LR R R R o T B R V2 BRSO T 3 Y
TR« —  RIRFEREFNAEACEET - =~ 7 Ja\ba Fn T v i g
= BARRRGE (IARES) AOME O s DU ROBCBELERURR Y JEUR
o~ SRR A (R o 0 e SR B BB R R - W
HEATHEANE (Sass 2020 5 21-26) > SEH WUERE| M IR F] ) — Lk
R REPEAH B > B0 — 282 2 T B n DAL B 1 R I
MOHEYE > TR ERER » A R TR > T b - i
LA P REZEAE SR R P RO > S B EARBR AL | TR
B TEPR - =B ) BRSO A TR > (HIEREW



THEAIERS A 1 B T357E B ! (Sass 2020 > 24) (FE4E
HR TR A B AC I BET o )

2. HEL R R

A ERE > B S BB R E > NABHLARLL » FRAM
WA E LA 2 BURSCII BB 8 R IR 2 5 o i 3 2 MY 1 =
1B > B R AR > H A RGEE LU - B2
R TARD > MASE A S8 R IR T B i & —— 2 B
MEE o HARER LT SR I - mE R R4+ R RHEIR - M
i (John Michael Greer) MWHTfE G Z4%) g - [HEARLL
%*?ﬂ‘éiﬁﬁ‘]@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂgﬂmféﬁ%% A —18 A BR A9 4T A ) A
PERR S Z B > FAAEE SEERYEM RIS » | (Greer 2015 5 1) 7EE
Rrter > R - # (progress) Bﬁiﬁb*@’&%%ﬁ s B EAM R
LR B - NEEFRME D HAE o [EMARE 2 sl a5 s
5 mIESEP R BT e EHPET > BT E A RS H A
AR AR ARGy [ -
A& S T AE A5 — FROGER 00 RS0 > wR B — RSO e
A HATY - ARAETEIR R TSI 2O 2 o SRk
BOED L) R DABIRIR - g TR 25 FRAMRIE 375 7 7 {1 iy B AR 31K
H AR llﬂﬂ:gi%ﬂ »Ja A FAMAE A R R AL R AE AL
HiEfE HRRIR A e Fed > ITLUEL A —REFE TR > REH
AT o ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁ%}ﬁ*ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁt*ﬂ > FRANH E M 25 TE
BA—EEB > ARSI RET ERUE > ASREIE TE ] HUE
ME—FfR S MEEL B SE - EaEE e i R -

)Tﬁﬁ

3. N PR AE A B H G o B

Byl BURSCH R QUL G 55 W8 ? Bk T AMEBRSER RS > i A
PERTERRIR o BE T Bt @ af A SOOI mI (R R B - — - 2R A
FEEABER - > ABIREAE A TR EH# I 30E » Btk
R > ARME AR > A I AR - T RR A



48 hoNEAEAL

RS FA B B AR A E K o (RIS S B R AT - R
e ?

T BN T B R E WA RBTRE > ER AR
WA > 72 R TRAHE IRE R o 2 RIRBZ R - S8
AITE LEMAEZ WA > BEFOR - 5 - REFH SR
N o Bl F L R - R R T E ~ B REARL - S RGBT
SRR - PR B R ESE o (Sass 2020 0 16) JIFLL > A0
2 W A TR 28 SRR AP A b AR > UM A TE R B R > A
M e Bof B A& R ALY > SR ABIR [ Uk g iE |
(culture collapse disorder) ° JAFGRZE > 3G [ A > F51R - i
Ui ) A T BB ~ RV 228 RIH -~ B2 ARG R K HARTE AT
(Sass 2020 > 30)

DL BR B > [R5 T SO fa g > — 2 AR R B
FEEEE B ] DA P o SR E T 2O E MR AR AR
— H B A A R AR e - el e B FRAMTELRNL A B
FEM RGN » B AN TE R FE A ] RE > S oK B RS A &
b

4. P EIRERRY— BB TR

B T o B B B IR A T o fhdE AR
FAmfi At gy [P | IR > 2% & GNP (Gross National Product) >
ik 225 ASPHEL FAE 1972 4F42 1Y) GHP (Gross Happiness Product)
MIMES » R EEBE K > Aie Rt AR - WEEE
SCAL R 2 - SRS AN 45 A0 R ~ BRLERAR IR Gl ~ RNk BB M5 o
(Sass 2020 » 35)

A GHP BIMEERORELL 5 GNP 4F - (H I H IR TR L
HU ? BESR GHP MM G S AR E > Bl — R =g A -
B THRgE ] BRE SRR ABR FBURSZ Ry bl > FRER 2 B B
YT SRR R AN B ER IR AE — R BRSO 2 B W i 52
AOMEAS » SR AE N EREE 2 b A7 e 35— 20 L By i s Bk



F BB e

W RERE L 49

(moral order) > FUEE ARG PREE > B i b ol f 1 B o 2 o O
AR BB A A 3 H 20 HE A BIEEIYE B - (B IR A A HE R
B % A% H SR PR o

5. ol G B R AR R

FRARE B O B A S 375 B - At 2 2y R AR 10 SC A
e > FRAM R B AT FERE KRN A — RO B - 102 7 G v L
il A RE ML AFAERI BT (Modular body) > %2 BEAE 3 & AN 2
SEIRE > AN AEAT B = WS IS B ML & T A S T
AL A T o

FIC IR R - RS FUR ORISR TR 7E T ARk
fat > AR AENTERE FRMEN > T8 AR OHE
(B > T2 B A AR AL 0 v 2 e O — S O B (WK E) -
T Bz g o (AR A E | R A A e BB A S AR JEF o (Sass
2020 > 28) Ah&EEEFFLERRE R SCf - 51 CETER) @Eis s
ST IR - B IRIEH B - (Sass 2020 > 33)

Eivrs S IR NN RPN it = Pt s AR (ER ==
TSR] DA FH RS2 IS 2 AR S I R > A ) [ 4
W > H OB B 0 A SCi > B EEBURE B At h 8
BT | AL > SRR KR AN W R R
MREE > b ) B S TR B R R ) B R - TR A —HIER
o > AR BRI Bk et R RS2 > B e m e
A SE I HE VBB A o AR ER TR LRSS > I BRI AEAR > FRAM
PR RET R NLEZE - 255 [H MBS A meEs] » mpE
W E T S BB (Greer 2015 > 236 & 239)



T L
*

B
&

50 4k

iz
I

2 Z Y J&f References

EHE - BT - &l (BRRESTMEREER - BREREEER)
(hHMNEEER) - 20205 - FE XVIIS » 5 258 - B 7-37 © Sass,
Hans-Martin. “The Coronavirus also Attacks Political and Corporate
Bodies,” International Journal of Chinese & Comparative Philosophy of
Medicine, XVIII: 2 (2020), pp. 7-37.
Greer, John Michael. After Progress: Reason & Religion at the End of the
Industrial Age (Gabriola Island, BC: New Society Publishers, 2015).



	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面
	空白頁面

