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In response to Ruiping Fan’s paper, I argue that his attribution of 
the relative success of East Asian states in dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic to Confucian culture is problematic in many respects. Some 
of his normative discussions based on Confucianism are too “thick” to 
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be universal. His defense of the significance of ethics in the age of 
science, especially the appeal to the concept of synchronicity, and the 
use of filial piety to reject herd immunity are questionable. I argue that 
a Confucian hybrid regime that embraces liberalism and combines 
democratic elements with meritocratic elements may lead to better 
decision-making and that the Confucian’s  New World System is a 
better alternative to globalization led by nation-states. 
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