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Confucian Culture of Harmony
and Its Role in Combating the

Coronavirus Pandemic
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Abstract

This paper addresses the relationship between politics and ethics
from the perspective of the Confucian culture of harmony and argues
that it is untenable to ignore the supporting role of Chinese ethical
values by attributing China’s achievements in fighting the epidemic to
merely the capacities of governance. What the world might learn from
China in combating COVID-19 is not only the so-called “national
capacity,” nor the theme of trust, but also some deeper moral insights,
such as how to cultivate a sense of mutual responsibility in people and
regions around the world. These insights have proven to be important
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ethical resources that human society urgently needs in the
post-epidemic era.
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