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Libertarianism

state interference state 

paternalism  

, 

2020

For Libertarians, state interference or state paternalism has a 

pejorative meaning given that government often implies 

bureaucracy, corruption, and inefficiency. However, such a view 

has faced significant resistance since the outbreak of the Covid-19 

pandemic. For the sake of public health, many people now believe 

that we must accept much greater governmental intervention in our 

lives and that it is morally permissible and necessary to have public 

policies such as lockdowns, mandatory social distancing, border 

restrictions, and mandatory vaccination. Is it true that “there are no 

libertarians in a pandemic”? This paper explores the role of the 

government and the meaning of individual liberty in the face of the 

current public health crisis. The author contends that the 

Libertarian views of civil liberty and self-ownership should be 

taken more seriously as the government obtains more power and a 

host of extraordinary interventions are being implemented during 

the pandemic.  
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