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From its very beginning, the message and practice of the 

Christian faith have been inextricably related to healing. Although 

the eternal salvation of sinful human beings’ body and soul is 

provided by justification through faith, the Church teaches that our 

soul and body should be purified and healed by sacraments and 

communal Christian life. These in-person activities are essential to 

Christian practice. Moreover, historically, the Church has 

dispensed medicine and taken care of the sick during pandemics. 

Christianity’s caring service has been well respected by the public 

throughout its history, and in pre-modern society, Christian 

healthcare services often contributed substantially to the 

psychological and physical wellbeing of many people. In modern 

society, however, the role of the Church has been replaced by the 

public healthcare and medical systems. Particularly during the 

Covid-19 pandemic, the Christian understanding and practice of 

healing has sometimes been accused of endangering public health. 

This paper therefore investigates the ethical landscapes behind the 

change of public opinion and the strategies used by Christian 

churches to meet this challenge.
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Adolf von Harnack) (The 

Gospel of love and charity)

(Harnack 1908 147) 

( 2:17)

 (Clement of 

Alexandria)  (Origen) 

 (Clement of Alexandria, The Paedagogus, 

I.1; Origen, Against Celsus, III.61)  (Ignatius) 

(Ignatius, The Epistle to Ephesians, 7)  

(Justin, 1 Apology, I.67; Tertullian, To His Wife, II.5, 

On Prayer, 19) 5:14-16

 (public virtue) (Hill 2003 679)
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(Dionysius of 

Alexandria) 

( Eusebius 1999 269) 

 

(Eusebius of Caesarea) 

 

(Eusebius 1999 328-329) 

(Luther 1999 121-122) 

 

(Porterfield 2005 52-53) 
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(Miller 1997) 

( 2021) 

(Sandeman 2021) 

(Kambas and Georgiopoulos 2020)

 (Grace Community Church) 

 (John MacArthur) 

(Molina 2021)

(Sherwood 2020 Einselen 2021) 

( 2020) 
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(World Health Organization 2020) 

(Bicker 2020) 

(Stanton 2021) 

(Djupe 2020) 

50%

50

25% 50% (Crary 2020) 
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Apology

(Evelyn-White 1918 127-129) 

(Apology, 37)

 
(1)  “If the Tiber reaches the walls, if the Nile does 

not rise to the fields, if the sky doesn’t move or the earth does, if there is a famine, 
if there is plague, the cry is at once, ‘The Christians to the lion.’” (Apology, 40.2). 
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 (Libertarianism) 

(Delanty 2020 4-6)

(Kelly 1992) 

 ( )

 8:1-9

(Litwa 2009 916) 
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 WhatsApp 

(Valerio and Heugh 

2021) ( 2020) 

(

2020) 

 (World Evangelical Alliance) 



80        

(Boan 2021) 
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