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98        

The ultimate concern of the Daoist religion is becoming an 

immortal with eternal youth. Yet with the influence of modern 

scientific development and increasing interactions between 

different religions, some Daoist sects have given up the old 

doctrine of immortality and replaced it with the Buddhist tenet of 

reincarnation. Nevertheless, Daoism is facing a moral dilemma 

between its deeply held idea of the somatic cultivation of the body 

and the modern idea of organ donation. In this paper, the author 

interprets Daoist texts through the lens of phenomenology of 

religion and explores the possible reconciliation between 

traditional Daoist practice and the practice of organ donation. The 

paper shows that different Daoist sects hold different opinions, but 

that in general, Daoism grants agency regarding the decision to the 

individual practitioner.  

 

Keywords: Daoism, immortality, bodily practice, reincarnation, 

organ donation

( 2018 52) 



   99 

( 2018 6) 

( 1956 22) 

( 1960 340 298 553) 

 ( )  (

( 1980

18, 19-20) 



100        

(

2017 30)  

( 11 396) 

( 5 861) 

( 6 118) 

( 2010 19) 

 

( 20 671) 

 ( )

( ) ( 7 99 165 337 8 41) 



   101 

( 2012

3) 

( 1 5) 

( 1 9-416) 

( 24 645) 

( 25 788) 

( 25 799) 

(

2017 83) 



102        

( 1960 13) 

 ( )  ( ) 

( 1956 29 12

7) 

( 1980 62 185) 

(  

2000 70 20 71) 

( 1980 47-48) 

( 6 516) (  2000

14) 



   103 

( 34 774)

( ) ( 1948 16) 

( ) 

( 11 396) 

( ) 

(

2009 217) 

( 1956 8) 



104        

( 4 665) 

( 2013 28) 



   105 

( 2003) 

2011 1-2 ( 2012

1)

(



106        

11 345) 

臓



   107 

( 2014) 

 

 

_____

1988 Daozang (Daoist Canon) (Wenwu Chubanshe, Shanghai Shudian, 

Tianjin Guji, 1988). 

 1948 WANG Ming. 

Ho Shang-Kung Commentaries on the Lao-Tzu (Beijing: Peking 

University Press, 1948). 

 1980 WANG Ming. Collation 

and Annotation of the Inner Chapters of the Book of the Master who 

Embraces Simplicity (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1980). 

1960 WANG Ming (eds). Collated 

Edition of the Taipingjing (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1960). 



108        

2011

YU Kim-lung. “A Study of the Dipper Mother,” (Guangzhou: Doctoral 

Degree Thesis, Religion Studies, Department of Philosophy, 2011).  



2014 LI Ping. Eternal life and Becoming Immortal 

outside Temple: A Study on the Transformation of Taoism in Late Tang 

and Five Dynasties (Beijing: Central Compilation & Translation Press, 

2014). 

27 2013 1-34 LIN Yung-Shen. “The 

Body in Daoism: the Daoist-Buddhist Syncretism of the Chongxuan 

School,” Fujen Religious Studies, 2013 (XXVII.2):1-34.  

80 2 217-263 LIN Fu-Shih. “The Idea of the 

Transcendents in the Taiping Jing,” Bulletin of the Institute of History 

and Philology Academia Sinica 2009 (LXXX.2):217-263. 

2000 Eliade M. The Myth of the Eternal Return: 

Archetypes and Repetition, translated by YANG Rur-bin (Taipei: 

Linking Publishing, 2000). 

2017 Hong Kong Organ Transplant Foundation. Organ 

Donation: The Legacy of Love (Hong Kong: Hong Kong Organ 

Transplant Foundation, 2017). 



16 1 2018 1-10 ZHANG, Ellen Y. “Introduction: 

Head Transplant, Morphine Treatment and Patient Autonomy,” 

International Journal of Chinese & Comparative Philosophy of 

Medicine 2018 (XVI.1):1-10. 

16 1 2018 45-59 LIANG Chen, 

DENG Rui. “The Suffering Consciousness: Head Transplantation from 

the Perspective of Mahayana Buddhism,” International Journal of 

Chinese & Comparative Philosophy of Medicine 2018 (XVI.1):45-49. 

2010

YE Guiliang. Collated edition of Dunhuang, Version of the Scripture 

on the Fundamental Occasion (Chengdu: Bashu Book Society, 2010).  

2003 GE Zhao-guang. A History of Subjugation 

and Other Things: An Intellectual History of Daoism during the Six 

Dynasties and Sui-Tang Period (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing 

Company, 2003). 

36 2012.3 1-36 HSIEH Shu-Wei. “The 

Way of Great Vehicle in Early Lingbao Scriptures: The Transformation 

of Daoist Scriptures in Medieval China,” Journal of Chinese Literature 

of National Cheng Kung University XXXVI (2012.3), pp. 1-36. 



   109 

2012 HSIEH Shu-Wei. “The 

Face of the Pan-Asian Goddess: the Transmission and Localization of 

text of Marci,” (Taipei: Center for China Studies National Chengchi 

University, 2012).  

2017 1

29-49 HAN Jishao.  “Suicide to Pursuit Immortality: 

Apotheosis of Taoism and Society of the Six Dynasties,” Literature 

and History 2017 (1):29-49. 

1956 JAO Tsung-i. Collation 

of the Xiang’er Commentary to Laozi (Hong Kong: JAO Tsung-I, 

1956). 

 

 

 


