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The ultimate concern of the Daoist religion is becoming an
immortal with eternal youth. Yet with the influence of modern
scientific development and increasing interactions between
different religions, some Daoist sects have given up the old
doctrine of immortality and replaced it with the Buddhist tenet of
reincarnation. Nevertheless, Daoism is facing a moral dilemma
between its deeply held idea of the somatic cultivation of the body
and the modern idea of organ donation. In this paper, the author
interprets Daoist texts through the lens of phenomenology of
religion and explores the possible reconciliation between
traditional Daoist practice and the practice of organ donation. The
paper shows that different Daoist sects hold different opinions, but
that in general, Daoism grants agency regarding the decision to the
individual practitioner.
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