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Abstract

This article explores prominent arguments in favor of and against
extending the current 14-day statutory limit on the maintenance of
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human embryos. | discuss the history of the 14-day limit and the
reasons behind the decision to opt for a compromise between
competing moral views. I then argue that the ISSCR’s guidelines for
extending the 14-day limit are not a valuable tool, despite their
potential to contribute scientific knowledge. The importance of
respecting the 14-day rule should be acknowledged by ethics
committees in the current research ethics climate of mainland China.
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