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Developments in research have made culturing human embryos 

beyond the 14-day limit seem technologically feasible. In the article 

“Emerging Human Embryo Research Technologies, the 14-day Rule, 

and the Special Status of the Embryo,” the authors examine a proposal 

for new human embryo and embryoid research guidelines by 

reviewing the history of the 14-day limit and emerging areas of 
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research that are impacted by these guidelines. However, as noted by 

the authors, changes in science policy should not be developed solely 

by scientists. Instead, policy development should reflect the reality of 

science as a public endeavor. After 40 years of consensus, any attempts 

to revoke the 14-day limit on the in vitro culturing of human embryos 

should rely on public and stakeholder engagement. 
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