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As the potential of high technology to manipulate human life 

becomes increasingly evident, the transhumanist movement is 

receiving greater scholarly attention, and the number of related 

research projects is growing exponentially. However, systematic 

research from a Confucian perspective is still lacking. This paper 

attempts to demonstrate the unique value of a Confucian 

perspective in reflecting on transhumanism. Confucian thought can 

not only help us grasp the implications and risks of transhumanism 

with clarity and depth but also offer alternative possibilities for 

imagining as well as regulating our posthuman future beyond the 
technocratic picture of transhumanism. Specifically, this paper 

develops a critical Confucian perspective in an implicitly 

comparative context to explain why Confucianism cannot accept 

transhumanism (due to the Confucian notion of “the unity of 

heaven and man” ( ) and to explore the similarities and 



   103 

differences between Confucian and bio-conservative perspectives 

on transhumanism. I thereby bring ideas from different cultural 

sources into dialogue to form a better understanding of what 

transhumanism means for human society and its future, and to 

answer the crucial question of how to regulate our posthuman 

future.  

Keywords: transhumanism, human enhancement, Confucian 

reflection, Dao, the Unity of Heaven and Man 
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2007 242

1993 273  

 

 

晉聞古之長民者，不墮山，不崇藪，不防川，不竇澤。

夫山，土之聚也；藪，物之歸也；川，氣之導也；澤，

水之鐘也。夫天地成而聚於高，歸物於下，疏為川穀以

導其氣，陂塘汙庫以鐘其美。是故聚不阤崩而物有所

歸，氣不沉滯而亦不散越，是以民生有財用而死有所

葬。（《國語．周語下》） 
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