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In response to various ethical problems that emerged after the 

1976 Ebola hemorrhagic fever epidemic, WHO published the book 

Guidance for Managing Ethical Issues in Infectious Disease 

Outbreaks in 2016. The content of the book was organized around 

seven ethical principles, namely, justice, beneficence, benefit, 

respect for autonomy, freedom, reciprocity, and unity. These seven 

ethical principles can be used as a framework for countries to 

develop policies for coping with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Drawing from contemporary Mohism, this paper reflects on the 

situation in Taiwan through the lens of these seven ethical 

principles. It aims to arrive at a Mohist understanding of bioethics 

and proposes concrete actions for the post-epidemic era.   

Keywords: Mohism, ethical principles, contemporary Mohism, 

medical humanity, the post-epidemic era
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