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Introduction: The Significance

of Religious Bioethics for

Contemporary Society

Ruiping Fan and Deng Rui

This issue of the journal covers two thematic essays and fifteen
commentaries regarding the role of religious bioethics in
contemporary society. Although bioethics was launched primarily by
theologians in the last century, there have been debates about whether
religious ideas are still relevant to today’s bioethical explorations. In
addition, the essays in this issue indicate that bioethical dialogues do
not occur only among peoples (such as Christians and Confucians)
embracing different religious convictions in attempting to understand
each other, but they also take place between religious bioethics and
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secular bioethics so that they may be able to learn from each other and
make further reflections on pressing bioethical challenges facing
contemporary society.
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