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Abstract

I am grateful for Professor Joseph Tham’s efforts to improve
cross-cultural dialogue on bioethics by continually updating the
dialogue mechanisms in the “Bioethics, Multiculturalism and Religion
Project,” conducted by the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics and Human
Rights. The dialogue helps moral strangers to discuss their local
cultures and to enter and learn about other cultures and religions.
Through this process, moral strangers may find that they hold similar
values. The dialogues have also shown us the importance of
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cross-culture differences. Although we can foster consensus or
convergence on some issues, it should be noted that the differences in
cultures and religions are not the second-best option when agreement
cannot be reached. Such differences constitute the cultural diversity of
the world and have their own values. Respecting these differences is
just as important as seeking consensus or convergence.
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