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* 

It is important to incorporate cultural traditions into the resolution 

of complex bioethics problems. To properly evaluate the status and 

significance of cultural traditions in bioethics across different cultural 

backgrounds, however, we must also acknowledge the nature of 

different cultural traditions and their statuses in the places where they 

were created. For people without religious beliefs, religious traditions 

are different from cultural traditions, and people from different cultural 
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backgrounds have very different attitudes towards their own traditions. 

We therefore cannot discuss the significance of cultural traditions in 

bioethics without making distinctions. Creating a cross-cultural and 

global understanding of bioethics requires us to recognize the status 

and significance of cultural traditions and, more importantly, we must 

view our own traditions and the traditions of others from an open, 

evolving, and inclusive perspective. Only when we believe that our 

own cultural traditions are also transforming to meet the requirements 

of a new era can we achieve deep and meaningful cooperation across 

diverse cultures, guided by the concept of “universal values.” 
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