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A Critique of and
Reflection on the Protological
Reconstruction of

Recognition Theory

N
Tang Siufu

Abstract

In his paper, Tang Wenming notes that a fundamental flaw of
modern recognition theories is seeing human beings as being a desire
subject. Tang suggests that a recognition theory based on protology,
which recognizes God’s genesis of human beings and the world, has a
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much better prospect of realizing fundamental recognition. In this
response, discuss two concerns with Tang’s proposal: the essentially
contested nature of religious faith in modern societies, and the unequal
relationship between God and human beings. | also suggest that
Confucian ethics can be interpreted to emphasize the equal
participation of Heaven and humans, which consequently underpins an
alternative understanding of Confucian recognition theory.
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