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Abstract

This article is a reading of Professor Tang Wenming’s article
“The Protological Return of Recognition Theory”. The essay begins by
dissecting Hegel’s theory of recognition and Honnett’s softened
version of it, revealing the emptiness of its base, which lies
fundamentally in the abandonment of the original source of creation.
Then, through Augustine’s notion of “memory,” it points to the
foundational significance of the grace of creation for human
relationships, thus returning to the pivotal significance of the “theory
of heaven and man” in the Confucian tradition and, by extension, to the
way in which the “Tian and man” generate concrete human
relationships. This study demonstrates the fundamental significance of
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the “relationship between Tian and man” in the classical order and
expects the modern world to return to this dimension of creationism.
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