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* 

Professor Tang’s article continues his previous research on the 

intellectual history of the normative reconstruction of human 

relationships in modern Confucianism and provides a thorough 

reflection of this reconstruction based on the recognition theory. 

Drawing on the concept of “Natality” in Augustine's thought, the 

article proposes a protological conception of original recognition as a 

reflection of Hegel’s and Honneth’s desire-based recognition theory. 

The question of how to properly understand the concept of immortality 

in this original recognition theory is a crucial issue, and this paper 

argues that in Confucian tradition, the concept of immortality must be 

analyzed with a basis in human ethics rather than purely through the 

immortality of the soul. 
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