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Taking the Phase I trial of the 2019-nCoV vaccine as a case 

study, this paper examines the motivational and psychological 

development and behavioral patterns of healthy volunteers who 

participate in different phases of clinical trials for vaccines. The 

findings of a series of in-depth interviews and virtual 

ethnographical studies show that participation in a clinical trial 

such as that for the 2019-nCoV vaccine is a difficult choice for 

volunteers, as it entails exposure not only to medical risks but also 

to social prejudice. The paper provides a detailed account of how 

the volunteers for the Phase I 2019-nCoV vaccine trials made their 

choice to participate and how they overcame various doubts and 

fears to serve as responsible research partners.

Keywords: 2019-nCoV vaccine, Phase I clinical trial, healthy 

volunteer, decision process
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