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After the outbreak at the end of 2019, COVID-19 spread rapidly 

across the globe. This paper constructs a framework for analyzing 

the relationship between human beings and viruses comprising four 

basic categories: nature, human nature, technology, and political 
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power. The paper shows that different interactions between these 

four basic categories influence the understanding of the meaning of 

pandemics and of how a pandemic like COVID-19 should be 

fought.

Keywords: COVID-19, nature, human nature, technology, 

political power 
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