M 21

FERE RRER
WL BN =ED
Body Perished, Spirit Intact:
A Threefold Analysis on the
Euthanasia Proposition

Through Confucian Philosophy

SR RIE B
Guo Fanfan, Zhang Jing and Yang Fang

RN BEEEAPERBBEHIT - PE LA - TR 200433 ©

Guo Fanfan, Professor, College of Basic Medical Sciences, Navy Medical University,
Shanghal China, 200433. - .

K I BEEBASAMBERHIT - PELE - TR 200433 ¢

Zhang Jing, Professor, College of Basic Medical Sciences, Navy Medical University,
Shanghai, China, 200433

B BEERABERRBREAY - BANEE - HE LS - IHE : 200433
Yang Fang, Corresponding author, Professor, College of Basic Medical Sciences, Navy
Medical University, Shanghai, China, 200433

(FSNEEEFEY XXII1 (2025 ) © B 21-32°
International Journal of Chinese & Comparative Philosophy of Medicine 23:1 (2025),
pp. 21-32.

© Copyright 2025 by Global Scholarly Publications.



2 PR

3% 2 Abstract

~

W HARAG T AL LRGEEF R ALRIER LS
YERNALE  ARFRT L RERERZ KBS H
Mo A JEL BRI RGEERE o KALRA F— BER
BEARBEERFGRAR  ZRAFAEEIEHFTLGLAMT
BHEZBROERBA 2R ASAERE S ERARKR
BEARZAERBHRYE  F = BRRTRESLAHF LR “=
T BRAMET AN EEERN TRTHRET HiLhs
HHTAR B BRH LR RAR ERRER A ERH -

In the context of contemporary ethical controversies, this
paper systematically examines three core issues — suffering and joy,
honour and disgrace, and life and death — from the perspective of
Confucian life philosophy, aiming to address the value dilemmas
inherent in euthanasia. The paper presents the following arguments:
1) Confucianism, while acknowledging physiological pain,
emphasises the moral agent’s transcendent mastery over suffering
and joy. 2) The Confucian view of dignity, grounded in
benevolence and righteousness, asserts that personal worth remains
unaffected by physical impairment. 3) Confucianism constructs an
ethical continuity of life through sacrificial rituals and the doctrine
of “three forms of immortality”, rejecting the reduction of death to

mere termination. Essentially, Confucianism adopts a cautious
stance of general opposition towards euthanasia.
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