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In the context of contemporary ethical controversies, this 

paper systematically examines three core issues – suffering and joy, 

honour and disgrace, and life and death – from the perspective of 

Confucian life philosophy, aiming to address the value dilemmas 

inherent in euthanasia. The paper presents the following arguments: 

1) Confucianism, while acknowledging physiological pain, 

emphasises the moral agent’s transcendent mastery over suffering 

and joy. 2) The Confucian view of dignity, grounded in 

benevolence and righteousness, asserts that personal worth remains 

unaffected by physical impairment. 3) Confucianism constructs an 

ethical continuity of life through sacrificial rituals and the doctrine 

of “three forms of immortality”, rejecting the reduction of death to 

mere termination. Essentially, Confucianism adopts a cautious 

stance of general opposition towards euthanasia. 

 

Keywords: Confucian Ethics, euthanasia, life and death, suffering 

and joy, honour and disgrace 
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