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This paper examines whether patients with dementia have an
obligation or a right to undergo euthanasia through critical analysis
of arguments made by the American scholars Dennis Cooley and
Rosamond Rhodes. Based on Kantian philosophy and the principle
of justice, both scholars assert that these patients have a duty to
accept euthanasia. The paper first observes that the Kantian moral
framework contains no obligation to preserve one’s own moral
agency, and even if such an obligation were acknowledged, it
would not require patients with dementia to accept euthanasia. The
paper further observes that using the principle of justice to impose
such an obligation on patients with dementia is logically flawed in
terms of inference and resource distribution. The discussion then
shifts to altruism in the principle of beneficence, arguing that
dementia patients possess the “right”, rather than the “duty”, to
request euthanasia. Finally, the paper highlights practical
challenges. Specifically, as dementia impairs patients’ cognitive
functions, additional social support and institutional structures are
necessary to ensure that their decisions about euthanasia remain
truly autonomous. While it may be ethically permissible for
patients with dementia to exercise their right to euthanasia, this
option should be pursued cautiously to avoid external pressures or
coercion and to uphold the patient’s genuine wishes.
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— RN HEERE ST o FETIF A A L AR — B AR A7 16 1Y BT A AR
Yiotie o RERE SR B Sy & A AR ) T e i iR 3 TR B
TERE ST o FTLL > B AR TIREK A SRR - fh B RE S
Mg K AR TG F AR R4 o FERHE A A » JET- g
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SPEFEH BRI B AN ¢ A ey A N FEAE (B BT LA 44T
FERA N (Finnis 1997, 30-31) > L4504 EAL 5 S0E 188
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