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The Core Dilemma of Moral
Enhancement and Its Research

Insights

i
Ye Antao

Abstract

The frontier issue of “moral enhancement” is fraught with
inherent dilemmas. Its appeal lies in its oversimplified understanding
of human nature, and its fundamental fallacy stems from its reliance on
neuroessentialism — a theory incapable of accounting for the situated,
culturally embedded, and dynamically emergent nature of morality. In
a groundbreaking synthesis, Professor Xu Xiangdong integrates “4E”
cognition theory with the Confucian concepts of self-cultivation and
personhood, demonstrating that morality constitutes a form of wisdom
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grounded in practice, embodiment, and social interaction, which
cannot be technologically “encoded”. Genuine moral progress arises
from nurturing inner virtue through education and practical experience,
which remain the only viable path that truly honours the essence of
human morality.
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