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Emendations of Yang Bojun’s Commentary
and Application of the “Outline” ( Fan)
Concerning “Princes or Ministers Who Left

Their Domains” in the Zuozhuan

Hsu Tzu Pin

( Professor, Department of Chinese, Lingnan University )

Abstract

Of the so-called “Fifty Outlines” (fan FL) found in the Zuozhuan, one states
that: “In all cases concerning princes or ministers who left their domains, if the
leaders of their domains escorted them and established them, it is called ru
( “enter’ ). If their positions were restored after returning from abroad, it is called
fu gui ( ‘restoration return.’ ) If princes of other domains installed them in
power, it is called gui ( ‘return’ ). If the princes or ministers returned by force
and violence, it is called fu ru ( ‘restoration enter.’ )” Based on a thorough and
in-depth examination of Yang Bojun’s commentary on this rule and its applications
throughout the Chungiu Zuozhuan zhu, this paper finds that Yang misused the
short form of the fan, and that his equivocal gesture on Yasiu Sokken’s suggestion
of the misplacement of the keywords in the fan is completely unacceptable. A
comparison of the keywords in this fan with different manuscripts of the Laozi
shows that the terms ru, fu gui, gui, fu ru are synonymous and simply mean
“return.” This paper also attempts to prove the authenticity of this fan by applying
the norms to relevant historical events recorded in the Zuozhuan and hence explore

some issues concerning its sources.

Keywords: Zuozhuan, Fifty outlines, ru, fu, fu ru, fu gui, Yang Bojun



