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The Strategy of Religious Biographical Writing :
The Holy Rhetoric of Biographies of Eminent Monks

WONG Chi Hung

(' Associate Professor, School of Arts and Social Sciences,

The Open University of Hong Kong)

Abstract
In the view of “biographical literature,” Biographies of Eminent Monks is

i

“full of humanity description” and is considered as a climax of Chinese
biography; for the non-Buddhists, however, the most striking characteristic of
Eminent Monks should be the miraculous ability of the biographees. To extend the
current studies, this paper attempts to re-evaluate the features of Eminent Monks
by investigating Hui Jiao’s writing motivation, the mystic plots, the criteria of
selection, the personality of biographees, the secondary characters, space and
background, etc. This research suggests that Eminent Monks uses a dual “holy

rhetoric” — superhuman / human and holy / mundane — to impress the readers

and propagate Buddhism.

Keywords: biography, religious figures, Biographies of Eminent Monks, holy,

mundane



