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A Study of Four Phrases in Yang Bojun’s
Commentary on the Zuo Tradition of the Spring and
Autumn Annals, with a Focus on the Second
Year of Duke Chéng of Lu in the Zuozhuan

Huang, Sheng-sung

( Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Cheng Kung University )

Abstract

This article examines four phrases in Yang Bojun’s Commentary on the Zuo
Tradition of the Spring and Autumn Annals ( hereafter Yang’s Commentary ) ,
namely “wid néng wéi yi” MEHE 1%, “jié chdo” Fh%)], “zhao shi” E&, and
“da hd” X', which are found in the second year of Duke Chéng of Lu (589

B.C.) in the Zuozhuan. According to the analysis of a register of example

[ N

phrases, the word “yi” in the phrase

€

‘wa néng wéi yi” should be regarded as a
noun, which refers to “service matter” as seen in Duke Xiang 17 in Collective
Exegeses on the Zuo Tradition of the Spring and Autumn Annals ( hereafter,

Collective Exegeses). This reading makes more sense than Yang’s Commentary,

3 z ”

in which the word is glossed as “servant.” The phrase “jié chdo” occurs four

times in Zuozhuan. In Collective Exegeses it is glossed as “dawn” three times and

as “the next morning” once. In Yang’s Commentary, however, all four

occurrences are glossed as “the next morning.” The present article reads “jié” &

(Xl

as “ji” fi and glosses it as “zhéng” 1E ( “the horizon” ). In pre-Qin texts, the

[ ’

character “zheéng” often carries the meaning of “the horizon.” The characters

z ”

“chdo” and “dan” both mean “dawn.” Therefore, the phrase “jié chao” refers to

“dawn.” In Collective Exegeses, the phrase “zhao shi” is glossed as “eating a

3

meal in the morning.” In the Shiji, “zhao shi” is written as “hui shi” & &;
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however, the Zuozhuan records a sentence said by Duke Qing of Qi, “Yu gu jidn
mie ci ér zhao shi” AU HY P LM 57, which clearly refers to a statement to
himself that the battle could be over in the morning. Therefore, “zhao shi” should
still be understood as “eating a meal in the morning.” The Collective Exegeses
glosses the phrase “da hit” as to “check on” (“yue” [(J) household occupants,
while Yang’s Commentary glosses it as “canceling one’s residence registration.”
Therefore, “da” should be read as “tai” jk. According to the Shuowen, the
original meaning of “tai” is “to wash in a pan or basket” (“x1 jian” Wiif#) ;
referring to weeding out something/someone in today’s parlance. Moreover,
several other phrases such as “sha tai” b7k and “tdo tai” &)k were derived
from the same original meaning. From another angle, the phrase “xi jian” also
carries the meanings of “checking” or “calculating.” In the Zuozhuan, the word

N\

“yue” also means “calculating” ; therefore, the phrase “da hu” means “checking

N

on (“yue”) the household occupants or, in other words, to calculate household

N»

registries. The word “da” should be read as “tai”.

Keywords: the Zuozhuan, Yang Béjun (1909 — 1992) , Commentary on the Zuo
Tradition of the Spring and Autumn Annals, the second year of Duke
Chéng of Lu (589 B.C.)



