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The Physical Image in A Song-dynasty
Book on Anatomy: the Construction and Study of
Vocabulary for Bones in Collected Records of

Exonerating the Innocent ( Xiyuan jilu )

Kao Wan-yu

( Professor, Department of Chinese, National Kaohsiung Normal University )

Abstract

Collected Records of Exonerating the Innocent ( Xiyuan jilu) of the Song
dynasty is the first systematic and complete book on anatomy in Chinese history.
The book is a practical manual based on Song Ci’s (1186 — 1249) references to
relevant scholarship and personal experience in autopsy. It contains detailed
records of organs, physical structures and bones, and is a useful source for the
study of terminology of the human body.

There are 61 terms about bones in the book, which may be classified in three
categories: 1) those corresponding with their modern equivalents; 2) those
partially corresponding; and 3) those not corresponding. The corresponding ones
make up the majority. The present study selects four terms for detailed analysis. In
the book, the terms related to bones are mainly old terms derived from medical
books and Buddhist sutras. The newly coined terms for bones are popular in style
and represent vivid images. The main method of naming bones is in accordance
with their respective surface on the body; the next most common naming method
is reliant upon the respective shape and acupuncture point. The body surface and
acupuncture point methods are based in metonymic thought, whereas the shape
method is based in metaphorical thought. One aspect of Song Ci’s

misunderstanding of the joints is that bones are different because of gender or
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region. In the book, there are a number of imagined bones as well as bones with
several names, which influence the calculation of the number of bones. This study
compares Collect Cases of Injustice Rectifies with the official documents about
bone images and tabulations enacted in the Qing dynasty, and finds that the latter
adopts the new bone names from the former and thus continues the misconceptions
of the joints. The bone images constructed by Collect Cases of Injustice Rectifies
do not completely dovetail with the postmortem scenes; this problem ensued in the
bone images and tabulations. The design of the bone images and tabulations is
practical for examination but confuses coroners because of its conservative
concept. Observed from a different perspective, the physical image and tabulation
of bones constructed by the Collect Cases of Injustice Rectifies became so
exemplary that coroners of later generations have been adopting its content and the

knowledge framework contained therein.

Keywords: Collected Records of Exonerating the Innocent ( Xiyuan jilu ) ,
Examination Book, terminology of bones, terminology of the human

body, physical image



