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The Memory of Historical Transitions:

Qu Dajun’s War Narrative

Yu Jia-yun
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Abstract

The making of loyalists’ memories and their choices of narrative themes
reflect their distinct interpretation of history. From the perspectives of the narrative
identities of a survivor, witness, and action taker, this article is a study of Qu
Dajun (1630 — 1696), a representative literatus during the dynastic transition
between the Ming and Qing dynasties. The first part is a discussion of what
changes to the genre of “lament” were made by Ming loyalists, who not only
deviated from the convention but also devoted sorrows to the genre. Secondly, the
article examines the different description of the barbarian image between Qu
Dajun’s works and earlier ones by others. The final focus is on Qu Dajun’s writing
strategy for depicting women in wartime, exposing the cruelty of the Qing army in
order to show his loyalty towards the Ming dynasty and strengthen his
determination to combat the Qing dynasty. Through the examination of Qu Dajun’s
early poetic and prose works, the article aims to clarify the relationship between
an individual’s traumatic experience, reminiscence, and lyrical intention; and it
also enables us to realize the dilemma of the literati’s self-identity during the

transition of the Ming and Qing dynasties.

Keywords: transition of the Ming and Qing dynasties, Qu Dajun, memory,

loyalist, witness, Guangdong



