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“On Green Calyx Gently Rest Jade-white Stamens” ;
A New Study of Jiang Kui’s “Dappled Shadows”

SIU Chun Ho

(Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,

The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Abstract

The theme of “Dappled Shadows” ( “Shuying” ), a ci-poem by Jiang Kui
(1155 —-1221), has long been the subject of dispute in relevant scholarship. This
paper contends that the relatively mainstream political readings have not
satisfactorily addressed the complexity of the theme. By pinpointing the specific
species of green calyx plum mentioned in the poem, rather than any unspecified
“ancient plum” as accepted by previous scholarship, one can feel the lyrics’
emphasis on green imagery and motifs. Constructed in 1122 CE, the largest
Northern Song imperial garden, the Northeast Marchmount, had a plantation
named Hall of Green Calyx Plums ( Yuelithua Hall) where ten thousand trees of
green calyx plums were planted. These trees may be seen as symbols of the
memory and lineage of the Northern Song dynasty. Poetic works on the green
calyx plums, such as Jiang Kui’s pioneering poem “ Dappled Shadows,” all
convey a sense of solitude of a court-in-exile through the imagery of the plum
trees. In this regard, this paper presents a renewed assessment of the relationship
between “Dappled Shadows” and Emperors Huizong and Qinzong by taking the
image of the green calyx plum as a point of departure. It also discusses the
allusions the “green-sleeved beauty” and Wang Zhaojun (b. ca. 50 BCE) in
“Dappled Shadows,” which are found in the works by Jiang Kui, Fan Chengda
(1126 —1193) and their circle of poets. In this light, Jiang Kui’s adoption of the
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image of the green calyx plum as a lingering motif of the memory and lineage of
the Northern Song may be read as a rally call to his contemporaries for the
protection of the Southern Song court-in-exile. The references alluded to in
“Dappled Shadows” became fixed allusions for later generations who wrote on the
green calyx plum, although its connection with the Song imperial court was no

longer addressed until this present study.

Keywords: Jiang Kui, “ Dappled Shadows”, green calyx plum, Northeast
Marchmount, Fan Chengda



