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New Views on the Evolution of the Novella

the Song and Yuan Dynasties

Li Jianjun

( Professor, School of Humanities, Taizhou University )

Abstract

The novella ( huaben) of the Song and Yuan Dynasties was a product of the
write-up process of storytelling and should therefore be understood as a “story
script,” a relatively complete oral or written text in which stories are organized in
a certain order. The evolution of the Song-Yuan novella outlines the changes from
the oral version to the written, from simple to complex, and from script to
recording to simulation. This last change also saw a transformation in language,
from literary to vernacular. These evolutions illustrate a paradigm of changes from
basing the writing on the prototype to simulation and imitation. This shows the
process of formation and mutation of this genre, from rough in form and style in

the hands of folklore writers to refined literati simulation.

Keywords: Song-Yuan novella; evolution of form; script proto-novella;

recording novella; simulation novella



