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The Narratives on “Earthbound China”
beyond Modern Cognitive Mechanisms in Chinese
New Literature of the 1920s and 1930s

Xu Zhiwei

( Professor, College of Chinese Language and Literature, Harbin Normal University )

Abstract

Although “de-ruralization in China” was a major trend in the 1920s and
1930s, literary narratives were accompanied by an undercurrent of “re-ruralization
in China.” It was this undercurrent that created a system of enormous “tension” in
Chinese New Literature which greatly enriches our understanding of Chinese
modernity. This article uses an interdisciplinary research method to dynamically
and specifically reveal how “ modernity” with Chinese characteristics finds
expression in the alternative narratives of “earthbound China” by Chinese writers
in the 1920s and 1930s. It suggests that Chinese writers expressed different views
about “earthbound China” in this period, thus deconstructing the Western modern
cognitive “device” and reconsidering the unique value of “earthbound China,”
which contributed a special expression of modernity to the world and a peculiar

landscape of modernity in China.

Keywords: The twentieth century, Chinese New Literature, cognitive mechanism,

earthbound China, modernity, China road



