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Announcement of the Imperial Edict and Fight
to Win back a Husband: A Discussion of the
Last Act of Tong Di-sang’s
“The Purple Hairpin” (1957)

LAU Yin Ping Grace

(Honorary Professor, Chinese Department, Lingnan University )

Abstract

Tong Di-sang’s “The Purple Hairpin” was adapted from a play with the same
title by Tang Xianzu ( 1550—1616). Tong’s play is included in Ye Shaode’s Tang
Disheng Xiqu xinshang (hereafter, Ye version) , while Cheung Man Wai’s book
with the same title includes a clay-print libretto of Tong’s play ( hereafter, clay-
print version). One major difference between the two versions is the title of the
last act, a main focus of the present essay. The last act of Tang Xianzu’s play is
titled “The Military Governor Grand Commander announcing the imperial edict”
Hi$H 5 &, which contributes to the happy ending ( Act 53). The clay-print
version of Tong’s play follows Tang’s “The Purple Hairpin” by adopting the title
of the last act in its last act. The problem is that in Tong’s play one finds no such
character of the Military Governor, let alone his announcing any imperial edict.
Does the title of the last act match the content of the play? Tong Di-sang made a
radical change in his adaptation of Tang’s play by adding the plot of the female
protagonist Xiaoyu’s debate in her fight to win back her husband. Xiaoyu is
depicted as being incredibly courageous to challenge Defender-in-Chief Lu, who
represents the formidable power. She embodies strong will to fight against fate
and, therefore, her temperament determines her fate. The Ye version changes the

title of the last act to “ A fight to win back a husband through a debate” and makes
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it fit the play content.

’

Keywords: Tong Di-sang; “The Purple Hairpin;” adaptation; “The Military
Governor Grand Commander announcing the imperial edict”; “A

fight to win back a husband through a debate”



