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On the Forgery of Wang Yinzhi’s Commentary
on the Chuci and the Change in the Concept
of Chinese Rare Books in Late Qing China

Chen Hung To
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The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong

Abstract

The commentary traditionally attributed to Wang Yinzhi (1766 —1834)
is appended to Lu Shiyong’s ( Ming dyn. ) Chuci que [ A Discussion of the
Songs of Chu]. The book was first purchased by the famous bibliophile Fu
Zengxiang (1872 —1949) , and was later acquired by Zhang Yuanji (1867 —
1959) in his Hanfenlou library. This paper begins with a narrative on the
history of circulation and the commentary attributed to Wang, along with its
appearances in various bibliographic records. After this is a review of how
previous scholars have evaluated the authenticity of the text. Through a
thorough analysis of the 169 comments attributed to Wang Yinzhi, the paper
argues that these commentaries were extracted from an edition of the Chuci
edited and published by Ling Yuzhan in the Ming dynasty and Zhu Xi’s
(1130 —1200) Chuci jizhu [ The Songs of Chu with Collected Annotations
and Commentaries | compiled in the Song. Considerable textual evidence
proves that the forger of this book interpolated commentaries by different
hands. The incentive for this was likely the profitability of the publishing industry
of the time. This case study reflects the advent of a change in the perception of
rare books in the late Qing. This period witnessed a heightened interest in

annotations composed by famous scholars; hence there was an increase in
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forgeries of annotated texts of this kind.

Keywords: Wang Yinzhi, Songs of Chu, distinguishing forgeries, commentary,

Wang Xinfu



