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Modern Chinese Newspapers and Pre-war

Han Poetry in Singapore and Malaya

Wang Bing
(College of Chinese Language and Literature ,

Fujian Normal University, China, 350007 )

Abstract

Han poetry ( classical Chinese poetry ) did not enter the sphere of the
general public until the publication of Malaya’s first newspaper, Lat Pau, in
1881. In the 60 years of its publication history, from 1881 to late 1941 before
the downfall of Singapore and Malaya, the Lat Pau witnessed a rapid, robust
development of Chinese newspapers. Following this were the respective debuts
of more than 20 newspapers, such as Penang Sin Poe, Sing Po, Thien Nan
Shin Pao, Jit Shin Pao, Union Times, Chong Shing Yit Pao, Nanyang Siang
Pau, and Sin Chew Jit Poh. These newspapers became important for the
circulation of classical poetry, as some of them published poems on a
periodic basis and some daily. Therefore, the status of Chinese journals and
newspapers and preferences of the editors were decisive factors in the

3

development of Malayan Han poetry. Meanwhile, the “ new-style poetry”

that emerged at this time may be seen as products of Chinese newspapers
published at this time. Furthermore, the significance of publishing classical
Chinese poetry in modern newspapers lies not only in the provision of

communication channels and the preservation of original materials, but,

3

more importantly, they brought the poets’ creative works from a “ private

’

sphere” to the “ public space,” and thereby conveyed to the reader the

values of aesthetic appreciation, cultural reproduction, and social and
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political participation.

Keywords: Han poetry; Chinese newspapers; Singapore and Malaya; public

space; new style poetry



