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An Examination of Li Zhenjun’s Poetic

Cultivation and Idiosyncrasy

Guo Pengfei, PhD student, Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

Ranked number one in the national civil service examination of the
ninth year of the Daoguang reign period (1829), Li Zhenjun is the author
of Drafted Verses of the Studio of Tasting the Lamp and Listening to the
Leaves ( Weidengtingye lu shicao) in two fascicles. More than 400 poems
are still extant even though most of his works dated from his later years did
not survive. The national civil service examination had a profound impact
on Li Zhenjun’s life and the formation of his poetic cultivation. His poetry
is a realization of the common theory that “one’s poetry excels only when

”

one becomes disillusioned. ” In poetics, Li emulates several masters and
adopts a variety of methods. His poems written after taking office became a
close match with Lu You’s, as a result of the profound influence from Lu.
Unfortunately, for some reason Li was marginalized in the Song-dynasty
shi-poetry movement during the late Qing period. After a century of
obviation, Li’s oeuvre was rediscovered. Although it has not been a great

surprise, it serves as a valuable resource for a case study of the literary

history of the late Qing period.

Keywords: Li Zhenjun; Drafted Verses of the Studio of Tasting the Lamp
and Listening to the Leaves ( Weidengtingye Ilu shicao ) ;

national civil service examination; Lu You



