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The Earliest Extant “First Print and First
Commentated” Edition of the Romance of
the West Wing, the Shaoshantang Edition

Yang Xurong

Professor, Faculty of Arts, Shanghai University

Abstract

An edition of the Xixiang ji ( Romance of the West Wing) published by
Shaoshan tang in 1579, titled Xinke kaozheng ben dazi chuxiang shiyi bei Xixiang
( A newly engraved redacted edition of the north edition of The Xixiang ji in large
print, with illustrations and annotations) in two fascicles is preserved in Naruhodo
Bunko of the Ochanomizu Library in Japan. This Shaoshan tang edition contains
some “eyebrow” notes and a few notes next to the text. This edition is not only the
earliest extant commentated edition of the Xixiang ji but also “the earliest extant
commentated edition of Chinese dramatic texts” ; therefore, it is very significant in
the circulation of the Xixiang ji and even in the history of classical Chinese drama.
The Shaoshan tang edition is most likely the “first cut and first print” edition and
the “first commentated” version, which contains the urtext and commentaries on
which the extant Ming versions were based. In particular, the Shaoshan tang edition
had a direct influence on the edition of Xu Shifan, who continued to exert influence
on other Ming editions such as the one done by Yu Ludong and published by Xiong

Longfeng, and the one with commentaries published by Sanhuai tang.

Keywords : Xixiang ji (Romance of the West Wing) ; the Shaoshan tang edition;;
the earliest commentated edition of classical dramatic texts; first

print; first commentated version



