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A Study of Wang Yangming’s Itinerary of
His Pilgrimage to Quzhou, “Holy Land of

the Southern School of Confucianism”

Zhou Jihuan; Zhou Xinyi
(College of Teacher Education, Quzhou University ;

College of Humanities, Zhejiang University )

Abstract

Quzhou is a city of rich historical culture. In the third year of the Jianyan
reign-period of the Song dynasty (1129), Duke Yansheng, Kong Duanyou, who
ranked the first in his generation among those descended 48 generations from
Confucius, was in the entourage of the emperor on his move to the south. Kong
was then given a residence in Quzhou, which thereafter became “the holy land of
the southern school of Confucianism” and an important locale for the inheritance
and development of the study of Confucianism. Quzhou has the advantage of
being a convenient location for transportation. There was an important post office
functioning as a hub between Wang Yangming’s (1472 — 1529 ) hometown and
some main provinces, namely, Fujian, Jiangxi, Guizhou, Guangdong, and
Guangxi. According to the works of Wang, his chronologies, local gazetteers of
Quzhou, Zhejiang, and Fujian, and the postage routes in Zhejiang and Jiangxi in
the Ming era, Wang passed by Quzhou eight times. Examinations of his
relegation to Longchang in his young age, service as a hostage to the north in his
middle age, and an expedition to Sitian, with a focus on his activities in Quzhou
yield many important discoveries. For example, we are able to reconstruct the
itinerary of his two visits to Quzhou in the autumn of 1507 and the beginning of

1508 by looking into his visit to the Dazhong xiangfu Monastery in Quzhou, the
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Sarira Monastery in Longyou, and the Caoping post office in Changshan. On this
trip, he passed by Quzhou on his way back to the Yue region; before heading for
the Longchang post station he also reached Hangzhou after visiting his father in
Nanjing. These journeys added an important element of “the South Holy Land of
Confucianism” to his deeds as well as his philosophical theory of Conscience.
They also helped in gradually exerting his influence among scholars and
commoners of Quzhou, resulting in the formation of a big school of Yangming
disciples who were found in all the five suburbs. Therefore, the dissemination of
his philosophy was sped up and widespread; Quzhou was thus endowed with more

elements of history and culture.

Keywords: Wang Yangming; the South Holy Land of Confucianism; Quzhou;

itinerary ; influence; examination



