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The Double Construction and Functions of the

Literary Mind in Wenxin diaolong

Yen, Kun-yang

( Department of Chinese Literature, Fu-Jen Catholic University )

Abstract

When entitling his Wenxin diaolong ( The Literary Mind and the Carving of
Dragons) , Liu Xie consciously employed the two key terms wenxin and diaolong
to recapitulate the theoretical framework of the book. But, what is wenxin? Liu

”

Xie only explains it as “the creative mind for literary composition. ” Several
questions have remained unanswered. They include: what is the actual content of
wenxin? What elements are included? With what logic and relationship are these
elements connected to make a comprehensive “structure” ? To what functions does
this “structure” correspond? These are unavoidable questions in the scholarship of
wenxin diaolong. However, these questions have not been amply answered and
only dealt with in a rough and shallow manner. The present essay focuses on
related contexts in the Wenxin diaolong and shall analyze and interpret the

content, essential elements, and logical structure of the double “literary mind,”

attempting to discover its holistic structure and its corresponding features.

Keywords: The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons ( Wenxin diaolong ) ,

wenxin, structure, functions



