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The Intertextuality Between the Li Sao and the
Confucian Canons: Qu Yuan’s Absorption and

Transformation of the Confucian Thoughts

Hsu Tzu-pin

( Professor, Chinese Department of Lingnan University )

Abstract

It has been a traditional belief that Qu Yuan’s works were partly derived from
the Confucian canons, and some exegeses even regarded him as a Confucian
scholar from the Chu state in the south. The late Professor Jao Tsung-i delivered a
speech entitled “Qu Yuan and Confucian Canon Studies” in the 1970s, in which
he selected more than a dozen phrases from the Li Sao for comparison with their
counterparts in the Confucian canons. Professor Jao’s interpretation accords
completely with views put forth by some Eastern Han and Ming-Qing scholars.
The present article is a thorough examination of the relationship between the Li
Sao and the Confucian canons as well as thoughts of different schools. It comes to
a conclusion that Qu Yuan not only absorbed Confucian views but also integrated
them with those from different schools of the Warring States Period and thereby
created his own ideology. This observation finds support in the evidence of a large
register of phrases, especially those with philosophical meanings, such as:
“internal beauty” (neimei N3&), “essential breath” (jinggi 5% ), “impartial
and upright” ( zhongzheng " 1F ), and the symbolic “the way and the path”
(daolu B %), as well as several other specific syntaxes. All these examples

attest to the relationship between Qu Yuan’s works and the Confucian canons.

Keywords: Qu Yuan, Jao Tsung-i, the Confucian Canons, Neimei, Jingqi,

Zhongzheng , daolu



