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Self-presentation and Shaping of Others:
An Analysis of Poetry Inscription for

Tang Yifen’s Painting “Eulogy on a Hairpin”

Ching-fen Cho

('Associate Professor, National Central University, Taiwan)

Abstract

The poet and painter of the Qing Dynasty, Tang Yifen (1778 — 1853),
created a painting entitled “Eulogy on a Hairpin” as commemoration and gratitude
for his mother. He inscribed two hepta-syllabic quatrains, “Eulogies on a Broken
Hairpin,” created by his mother, Nee Yang (1752 —1812), on the painting, and
called for poetry inscriptions. During the reigns of Emperors Daoguang and
Xianfeng, it was popular to write accompanying poetry and inscribe poems on a
painting. Afterwards, his works were collected in four fascicles under the title
“Eulogies on a Broken Hairpin” for publication.

The present study focuses on two improvised “Eulogies on a Broken Hairpin”
by Nee Yang and their accompanying poems by Tang Yifen as a point of departure
for the discussion of the backgrounds of the call for poetry contributions to
“Eulogies on a Broken Hairpin” and the birth of the painting “ Eulogy on a
Hairpin. ” It also summarizes the communities for inscribing poems on “Eulogies
on a Broken Hairpin. ” The poets inscribing poems on “Eulogies on a Broken
Hairpin” were mainly friends and associates of Tang Yifen. These poems feature
a style of clan eulogies created by talented women from eminent families. The
self-descriptions of Nee Yang in her “Eulogies on a Broken Hairpin” reveal the
focuses of self-perspective and self-presentation of women in the Qing Dynasty.

Moreover, from a different perspective one may observe the viewing angle and
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gender shaping by other poets inscribing poems on the painting “Eulogy on a
Hairpin. ”

The poetry inscriptions on the painting “ Eulogy on a Hairpin” not only

”

affirmed women’s “talent” and “virtue,” but also accentuated the values of

loyalty and filial piety, which made a certain impact at the time.

bR 1Y

Keywords: Tang Yifen, painting “Eulogy on a Hairpin,” “Eulogies on a Broken

’

Hairpin,” women of the Qing Dynasty, shaping of others



