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the ch’ing rejected any form of syncretism. The rise of Confucian Retualism in Late Imperial
China, Stanford University Press, 1994, P§.

9 Prot: (RIPEEME) , RRE(CEREE) bt (Zdh: HARE,1964 45) ,F1 440, #E
(BmFTFHEED) " ERUHEBIEYE . B TEIRRKE S KRR FAHE.
B A 45, HATagtE, FEFL e Frag e " R E AR B AP N2 5 (dEat: g
55,1982 ) ,H 37,
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The Construction of the Concept of “Synthesizing
the Three Schools” by Liu Yuan,
a Commoner-Scholar, with a Focus on
“the Topic of Life and Death”

Fan Xuyan

Abstract

One aspect of the cultural atmosphere of the Qing dynasty is the expulsion of
Buddhism and Daoism. Within this environment, the intellectual elites preserved
the purity of Confucianism although they recognized the didactic functions of the
two religions. Nonetheless, scholars from among the populates made efforts to
create the concept of “synthesizing the three schools. ” Therefore, the intellectual
elites and the commoner-scholars had different values, which gave rise to two
trends, namely returning to the classics and the synthesis of Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Daoism. The interactions and dialogues between them resulted in
the reconstruction of ideologies in the Confucianism of the Qing dynasty, which

was significant in Chinese intellectual history.

Key words: Liu Yuan, syncretism, longevity, filial piety, rural elite



