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“One Hundred Years of Solitude” and
“Sorrow through the Ages” : The Temporal
Dimension and Historical Perspectives in the

21st Century’s Chinese New Poetry

ZHU, Qinyun

(Lecturer, School of Humanities, Soochow University, Suzhou)

Abstract

Against the backdrop of the one hundredth anniversary of Chinese New
Poetry, this article aims to discuss the understanding of the fields of creative
writing, criticism, scientific research and publishing of the past century, in view
of two metaphorical rhetorical devices in Zang Di’s “ One Hundred Years of
Solitude” and Zhang Zao’s “ Sorrow through the Ages.” Regarded within the
symbolic significance of “meta-poetry,” the former metaphor is related to the
historical situation of the New Poetry of the past century, while the latter concerns
the mental motif of the “search for a receptive audience,” which any outstanding
poet must confront. With the hints of these two propositions, this article will
explore the temporal dimension of New Poetry and the making of its historical
perspectives, and will attempt to reveal the mechanism with which it proceeds

with self-verification and seeks extrinsic comprehension.

Keywords: New Poetry, temporal dimension, historical perspectives, self-

verification, dialogue with receptive audience



